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 Watersheds
	Created by:  Scott Hogan
	Date:  

	Subject:    World Geography
	Grade Level: 7th 

	Time Required:  one or two fifty-minute class periods.
	CCS Standards: 

      Reading: Key Ideas and Details: 1
                       Craft and Structure: 4


	Overview
	This lesson is about watersheds, what they are, where they are found, size, population etc. 

	Goal(s) & Objective(s)
	 Students will be able to define what a watershed is, identify some basic characteristics of what watershed areas look like, and make generalizations about how well they think certain watersheds are being protected/ managed.  Students will also be able to see how people in various geographic locales use watersheds in similar or different ways.

	Materials
	1. Computer Labs
2. Watershed Characteristics Data 

3. Collection Sheet (Attached)

	Teaching Activities:

Instructional Approaches/Strategies


	Introduction

1. Have a class discussion about watersheds, what they are and where they are found. This will introduce them to the project. 
Procedures

1. Have groups pick their top five choices of watersheds to research, then allow them to choose 2-3 watersheds to study (based on group size).
2. Each group will complete a Watershed Characteristics Data Collection Sheet for each chosen watershed.
3. After comparing their data, groups will answer the following questions:
A. After doing the research, how would you define a watershed to someone who didn’t know what one looked like?
B. Which continent or country had the greatest loss of original forest land from their watershed areas?
C. In your group, which continent or country had the highest percentage of protected watershed area, and what is that percentage?
D. Which continent/country does your group this is best at managing its watersheds?  Why?  Which is worst?  Why?
Closure
4. As a class, come up with an agreed upon definition of what a watershed is.  Discuss what watersheds provide for their area, and for various areas around the world.  Discuss ways they think we could better protect or manage watersheds.

	Assessment:
	Review group watershed project, look for completeness of worksheet and understanding of watersheds. 


Watershed Characteristics Data Collection Sheet

1) What do you think a watershed is?

2) On which continent is your watershed located, and what is it called?

3) What are the two main types of land cover for your watershed (include percentages)?

4) What percentage of the watershed is permanent wetland?

5) How many major cities are located on the watershed?

6) How much of the original forest has been removed from the watershed?

7) What is the average population density for the watershed?

8) How many square kilometers is the watershed?

9) What percentage of the watershed is protected by the government?

10) How many square kilometers is that?
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